Erythropoietin in the treatment of anemia in chronic infectious, inflammatory, and malignant diseases.
The anemia associated with chronic infectious, inflammatory, and malignant diseases is characterized by a blunted erythropoietin response; for any given decrease in hemoglobin or hematocrit, the increase in serum or plasma erythropoietin is less than would be found in an equally anemic patient with iron deficiency. This observation provides a rationale for the use of recombinant human erythropoietin in the treatment of the anemia in these diseases. During the past year, new information has been reported on the pathophysiology of erythropoiesis in chronic infectious, inflammatory, and neoplastic diseases, and on the use of recombinant human erythropoietin for this anemia. This article reviews these developments.